Statistics References

1

England: 33,000. Department for Education. 2023. Children looked after in England
including adoptions. Available online. [Accessed 30 November 2023]

Scotland: 2,909. Scottish Government. 2022. Children’s Social Work Statistics Scotland,
2021-22. Available online. [Accessed 30 November 2023]

Wales: 1,691. Welsh Government. 2022. Children looked after by local authorities April
2021 to March 2022. Available online. [Accessed 30 November 2023l

Northern Ireland: 980. The Department of Health. 2023. Children’s social care statistics
for Northern Ireland 2022/23. Available online. [Accessed 30 November 2023]

Total: 38,580.

England: 83,840. Department for Education. 2023. Children looked after in England
including Adoption. Available online. [Accessed 16 November 2023]

Scotland: 9,959. Scottish Government. 2022. Children’s Social Work Statistics Scotland,
2021-22. Available online. [Accessed 19 September 2023]

Wales: 7,080. Welsh Government. 2022. Children looked after by local authorities April
2021 to March 2022. Available online. [Accessed 01 December 20231.

Northern Ireland: 3,801. The Department of Health. 2023. Children’s social care
statistics for Northern Ireland 2022/23. Available online. [Accessed 23 November 2023]
Total: 104,680.

Welsh Government. 2022. Children looked after at 31 March per 10,000 population aged
under 18 by local authority and year. Available online. [Accessed 07 December 2023]
Scottish Government. 2023. Children's Social Work Statistics Scotland, 2021-22
Additional Tables. Available online. [Accessed 07 December 2023]

The Department of Health. 2023. Children’s social care statistics for Northern Ireland
2022/23. Additional Tables. Available online. [Accessed 07 December 20231
Department for Education. 2023. Children in need. Available online. [Accessed 07
December 2023]

England: 57,020. Children in foster care. Department for Education. 2023. Children
looked after in England including adoptions. Available online. [Accessed 30 November
2023]

Scotland: 4,155 Children in foster care. Scottish Government. 2022. Children’s Social
Work Statistics Scotland, 2021-22. Available online. [Accessed 30 November2023]
Wales: 4,915 Children in foster care. Welsh Government. 2022. Children looked after at
31 March by local authority and placement type. Available online. [Accessed 30
November 2023]

Northern Ireland: 3,040 Children in foster care. The Department of Health. 2023.
Children'’s social care statistics for Northern Ireland 2022/23. Available online.
[Accessed 23 November 2023]

Total: 69,130

England: 43,405 Fostering households. Ofsted. 2023. Fostering in England 1 April 2022
to 31 March 2023. Available online. [Accessed 30 November 2023].

Scotland: 3,261 Fostering households. Care Inspectorate. 2023. Fostering and adoption
2022-23, A statistical bulletin. Available online. [Accessed 30 September 20231

Wales: 3,800 Fostering households. The Fostering Network. 2022. Fostering statistics.
Available online. [Accessed 30 November 2023l

Northern Ireland: 2,827 Fostering households. The Department of Health. 2023.
Children’s social care statistics for Northern Ireland 2022/23. Available online.
[Accessed 23 November 2023



https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoptions/2023
https://www.gov.scot/publications/childrens-social-work-statistics-scotland-2021-22/documents/
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/child-social-care-22-23.pdf
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoptions/2023
https://www.gov.scot/publications/childrens-social-work-statistics-scotland-2021-22/documents/
https://www.gov.wales/children-looked-after-local-authorities-april-2021-march-2022-html
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/child-social-care-22-23.pdf
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Health-and-Social-Care/Social-Services/Childrens-Services/Children-Looked-After/childrenlookedafterat31marchper10000population-localauthority-year
https://www.gov.scot/publications/childrens-social-work-statistics-scotland-2021-22/documents/
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/childrens-social-care-statistics-northern-ireland-202122
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/characteristics-of-children-in-need#dataBlock-12e85f9c-e3b4-4fe1-b9ca-aad68cb7e41e-tables
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoptions/2023
https://www.gov.scot/publications/childrens-social-work-statistics-scotland-2021-22/documents/
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Health-and-Social-Care/Social-Services/Childrens-Services/Children-Looked-After/childrenlookedafterat31march-by-localauthority-placementtype
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/child-social-care-22-23.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/fostering-in-england-1-april-2022-to-31-march-2023/fostering-in-england-1-april-2022-to-31-march-2023#summary
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/Fostering_and_adoption_2022-23_statistical_bulletin.pdf
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/child-social-care-22-23.pdf

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.
15.
16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

21

22.
23.
24.

25.
20.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

Total: 53,288

England: 2210. Adoption and Special Guardianship Leadership Board. 2023. Headline
Measures: 2023/24. Available online. [Accessed 17 November 2023]

Wales: 219. The National Adoption Service. 2022. ARW Mid-Year Report 2022-23.
Available online. [Accessed 01 December 2023]

Department for Health and Social Care. 2021. Adopted and looked-after children.
Available online. [Accessed 30 November 2023l

Ibid.

Laurelle Brown, Lydia Samuel, Sherrelle Parke. Black Adoption Project. 2023. The
Black Adoption Project, Phase 1 report.

Department for Education. 2023. Children looked after in England including Adoption.
Available online. [Accessed 30 November 2023]

Department for Education. 2023. Children looked after in England including Adoption.
Available online. [Accessed 16 November 2023]

Ibid.

lbid.

Ibid.

Ibid.

lbid.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ofsted. 2023. Fostering in England 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023. Available online.
[Accessed 10 November 2023].

Ibid.

Ibid.

Department for Education. 2023. Children looked after in England including Adoption.
Available online. [Accessed 16 November 2023]

lbid.

Ibid.

Adoption and Special Guardianship Leadership Board. 2023. Headline Measures:
2023/24. Available online. [Accessed 17 November 2023]

Ibid.

Department for Education. 2023. Children looked after in England including Adoption.
Available online. [Accessed 16 November 2023l

Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities, 2023. Statutory homelessness
in England: financial year 2022-23. Available online. [Accessed 24 November 23]
Reeve, Kesia and Batty, Elaine. 2011. The hidden truth about homelessness:
Experiences of single homelessness in England. Crisis. Available online. [Accessed 22
November 2022]

Berman, Gavin. 2013. Prison Population Statistics. UK Parliament. Available online.
[Accessed 06 December 2023].

The Centre for Social Justice. 2008. Couldn't Care Less: A policy report from the
Children in Care Working Group. Available online. [Accessed 06 December 2023]

Office for National Statistics (ONS), 5 December 2022. The education background of
looked-after children who interact with the criminal justice system. Available online.
[Accessed 23 November 2023] "Note this data is based on looked-after children born
in the academic year ending 1994 who attended school in England.

Department for Education. 2023. Children looked after in England including Adoption.
Available online. [Accessed 16 November 2023]



https://coram-i.org.uk/resource/asg-q1-2023-2024-headline-measures/
https://adoptcymru.com/resource/ARW-Mid-Year-Report-2022-23-FINAL-COPY.pdf
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/health/social-care/adopted-and-looked-after-children/latest#by-ethnicity-looked-after-and-adopted-children
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoptions/2023
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoptions/2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/fostering-in-england-1-april-2022-to-31-march-2023/fostering-in-england-1-april-2022-to-31-march-2023#summary
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoptions/2023
https://coram-i.org.uk/resource/asg-q1-2023-2024-headline-measures/
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoptions/2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/statutory-homelessness-in-england-financial-year-2022-23/statutory-homelessness-in-england-financial-year-2022-23#introduction
https://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/CouldntCareLess.pdf
file:///C:/Users/NaomiThompson/Downloads/The%20education%20background%20of%20looked-after%20children%20who%20interact%20with%20the%20criminal%20justice%20system%20December%202022.pdf
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoptions/2023

33
34.

35.

306.

37
38.
39.

40.

41.

42.

43,

44.
45.

46.
47.
48.
49.

50.

51.

52.

53
54.
55.
506.
57.
58.
50.
60.

61.

62.

lbid.

Civitas. 2023. Breaking The Care Ceiling. Available online. [Accessed 23 November
2023]

The Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS). 2022. Next Steps: What is
the experience of students from a care background in education? Available online.
[Accessed 19 January 2024]

Scottish Government. 2022. Children’s Social Work Statistics Scotland, 2021-22.
Available online. [Accessed 19 September 2023]

Ibid."Note: A child may enter care more than once in a year and so may be counted
more than once.

Ibid. "Note: A child may cease to be looked after more than once in a year and so may
be counted more than once.

Scottish Government. 2022. Children’s Social Work Statistics Scotland, 2021-22.
Available online. [Accessed 19 September 2023]

Ibid.

lbid.

Care Inspectorate. 2023. Fostering and adoption 2022-23, A statistical bulletin. Available
online. [Accessed 20 September 2023] * Note: This figure excludes those carers who
are approved exclusively for short breaks

Scottish Government. 2022. Children’s Social Work Statistics Scotland, 2021-22.
Available online. [Accessed 19 September 2023]

lbid.

Care Inspectorate. 2023. Fostering and adoption 2022-23, A statistical bulletin. Available
online. [Accessed 20 September 2023]

Ibid.

Ibid.

Scottish Government. 2023. Education Outcomes for Looked after Children 2021/22.
Available online. [Accessed 23 November 2023

Scottish Prison Service (SPS). 2020. 17th Prisoner Survey 2019. Available online.
[Accessed 06 December 2023].

CELCIS. 2019. Homelessness and Care Experience: Beyond the Headlines. Available
online. [Accessed 06 December 2023]

Scottish Government. 2023. Homelessness in Scotland: 2022-23. Available online.
[Accessed 20 September 2023]

Welsh Government. 2022. Children looked after by local authorities April 2021 to March
2022. Available online. [Accessed 01 December 2023l

Ibid.

lbid.

lbid.

Ibid.

Ibid.

lbid.

Ibid.

Welsh Government. 2022. Children looked after at 31 March by local authority and
placement type. Available online. [Accessed 01 December 2023]

Welsh Government. 2022. Children looked after by local authorities April 2021 to March
2022. Available online. [Accessed 01 December 2023l.

The Fostering Network. 2022. Fostering statistics. Available online. [Accessed 01
December 2023]



Facebook.com/nonprofit-manager/supporters/?source_component=nonprofit_manager_left_rail_supporters_nav_item&source_surface=nonprofit_fundraiser_page&preselected_thanking_status=ALL
https://www.ucas.com/file/658381/download?token=CjzUGJ79
https://www.gov.scot/publications/childrens-social-work-statistics-scotland-2021-22/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/childrens-social-work-statistics-scotland-2021-22/documents/
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/Fostering_and_adoption_2022-23_statistical_bulletin.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/childrens-social-work-statistics-scotland-2021-22/documents/
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/Fostering_and_adoption_2022-23_statistical_bulletin.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/education-outcomes-for-looked-after-children-2021-22/pages/background-notes/#:~:text=16%2C027%20children%20were%20looked%20after,and%20post%2Dschool%20destinations%20data.
http://www.sps.gov.uk/Corporate/Publications/Publication-7196.aspx
https://www.celcis.org/application/files/7215/5835/3996/Beyond_The_Headlines__Homelessness_May_2019.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/homelessness-in-scotland-2022-23/pages/reasons-for-homelessness-and-prior-circumstances/
https://www.gov.wales/children-looked-after-local-authorities-april-2021-march-2022-html
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Health-and-Social-Care/Social-Services/Childrens-Services/Children-Looked-After/childrenlookedafterat31march-by-localauthority-placementtype
https://www.gov.wales/children-looked-after-local-authorities-april-2021-march-2022-html
https://www.thefosteringnetwork.org.uk/advice-information/all-about-fostering/fostering-statistics

63. Welsh Government. 2022. Children looked after by local authorities April 2021 to March
2022. Available online. [Accessed 01 December 2023l.

64. Ibid.

65. Ibid.

66. Welsh Government. 2022. Average age, in months, at adoption of looked after children
during year ending 31 March by local authority and year. Available online. [Accessed 01
December 2023]

67. Welsh Government. 2022. Adoptions of looked after children during year ending 31
March by time in days between the different stages of the adoption process and age at
start of period of care. Available online. [Accessed 01 December 2023I.

68. Welsh Government. 2019. Quantitative social services performance measures - Children
and Care Leavers. Available online. [Accessed 01 December 2023].

69. National Assembly for Wales: Public Accounts Committee. 2018. Care experienced
children and young people. Available online. [Accessed 01 December 2023].

70. Ibid.

71. The Department of Health. 2023. Children's social care statistics for Northern Ireland
2022/23. Available online. [Accessed 23 November 2023]

72. Ibid.

73. lbid.

74. lbid.

75. Ibid.

76. Ibid.

77. lbid.

78. Ibid.

79. Ibid.

80. Ibid.

81. Ibid.

82. Ibid.

83. Ibid.

84. Department of Health. 2023. Northern Ireland Care Leavers 2021/22. Available online.
[Accessed 01 December 20231

85. Ibid.

86. Ibid.

87. Ibid.

88. Desmond Chris, Kathryn Watt, Anamika Saha, Jialin Huang, Chunling Lu. 2020.
‘Prevalence and number of children living in institutional care: Global, regional, and
country estimates. The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health, 4(5): 370-377. Available
online. [Accessed 05 December 2023]

89. Csaky, Corinna. 2009. Keeping children out of harmful institutions: Why we should be
investing in family-based care. London: Save the Children. Available online. [Accessed
05 December 2023]

Q0. Better Care Network Secretariat. 2009. Global Facts about Orphanages. Available
online. [Accessed 05 December 2023]

91. Berens, Anne E. and Nelson, Charles A. 2015. 'The Science of Early Adversity: Is there a
role for Large Institutions in the Care for Vulnerable Children?' The Lancet, 386 (9991):
388-3908. Available online. [Accessed 05 December 2023]

92. Savanta ComRes. 2019. Home for Good - Vulnerable Children Survey. Available
online. [Accessed 28 November 2022]

93. Christian Research. 2019. Home for Good Church Survey. Unpublished.



https://www.gov.wales/children-looked-after-local-authorities-april-2021-march-2022-html
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Health-and-Social-Care/Social-Services/Childrens-Services/Children-Looked-After/Adoptions/averageageatadoptionoflookedafterchildrenduringyearending31march-by-localauthority-year
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Health-and-Social-Care/Social-Services/Childrens-Services/Children-Looked-After/Adoptions/adoptions-adoptionsoflookedafterchildrenduringyearending31march-by-timeindaysbetweenthedifferentstagesoftheadoptionprocess-ageatstartofperiodofcare
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Health-and-Social-Care/Social-Services/Performance-Measures/quantitativesocialservicesperformancechildren-by-measures
https://senedd.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld11857/cr-ld11857-e.pdf
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/child-social-care-22-23.pdf
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/nicl-21-22.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339765683_Prevalence_and_number_of_children_living_in_institutional_care_global_regional_and_country_estimates
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/pdf/1398.pdf/
http://handstohearts.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Global-Fact-Sheet-on-Orphanages_BetterCareNetwork.pdf
https://www.faithtoaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/14TL0649_Berens.pdf
https://savanta.com/

94. Refugee Council. 2022. Facts about separated Children. Available online. [Accessed
05 December 2023]

95. National Statistics, 2023. How many people do we grant protection to? Available online.
[Accesses 23 November 2023

96. Department for Education, 2023. Children looked after in England including Adoption.
Available online. [Accessed 16 November 2023]

97. lbid.

98. Ibid.



https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/information/refugee-asylum-facts/separated-children-facts/#:~:text=In%202020%2C%20worldwide%2C%2021%2C000%20children,for%20asylum%20from%20unaccompanied%20children
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/immigration-system-statistics-year-ending-september-2023/how-many-people-do-we-grant-protection-to
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoptions/2023

